
The blessings of the Lord

Praise the LORD. Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who finds great delight in his commands. His 
children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. Wealth and riches are 
in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for 
the gracious and compassionate and righteous man. Good will come to him who is generous and lends 
freely, who conducts his affairs with justice. Surely he will never be shaken; a righteous man will be 
remembered forever. He will have no fear of bad news; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. His 
heart is secure, he will have no fear; in the end he will look in triumph on his foes. He has scattered 
abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness endures forever; his horn will be lifted high in honour. 
The wicked man will see and be vexed, he will gnash his teeth and waste away; the longings of the 
wicked will come to nothing. (Psa 112:1-10 NIV)

Today is 1 September, today is also Creation Day

Many blessings are available to us—honour, prosperity, security, freedom from fear (Psa_112:2-9)—if 
we fear the Lord and delight in obeying his commands. If you expect God's blessings, you must revere 
him and gladly obey him.

We all want to live without fear; our heroes are fearless people who take on all dangers and overcome 
them. The writer teaches us that fear of God can lead to a fearless life. To fear God means to respect and
revere him as the almighty Lord, as you would the Kings of old who held your lives in their hands. 
When we trust God completely to take care of us, we will find that our other fears—even of death itself
—will subside.

Note how those who delight in God are generous, happy to lend, seek justice, and distribute to the poor
(vs.5,9). Generosity can cure two problems that having money can create. The rich person may abuse 
others in the desire to accumulate wealth. Generosity will eliminate that abuse. Also, the fear of losing 
money can be a snare. Generosity shows that we have placed our trust in God, not in our money, for 
justice and security.

Generosity means that we need to care about others, as the great Commandment that Jesus gave us 
says we should:Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no 
commandment greater than these." (Mar 12:30-31 NIV) Jesus then goes on to give the example of the 
Good Samaritan, who helped the Jewish man who had been robbed, despite being a Samaritan, a 
people who the Jews do not get on with.

If we are going to be generous and righteous we need to look for justice, so those who are poorer than 
us, so they are not harmed. Tomorrow we will be selling this produce in aid of Operation Agri for their 
appeal this year in aid of Nepal.

However I now want to change direction slightly and consider on this Creation day, this creation that 
God made and he “saw all that he had made, and it was very good”. (Gen 1:31a NIV)

Here is a video from the Baptist Missionary Society about Nepal

Video

Jerry Clewett, the missionary interviewed in the video says “The reality is: climate change affects the 
amount of food children eat, If we really have a heart for the poor, we have to take these issues 
seriously. And a good time to start is now.”

The impacts in Nepal range from unreliable rainfall causing failed harvests, to increased temperatures 
melting snow-caps on the stunning Himalayas, leading to flooding.



Jerry believes as Christians we have a mandate to care for creation. He says“It’s very clear in the Bible 
that God wants us to look after his world – and not just our own little area,”. “I know it’s hard, because 
all the time we’re being bombarded with ads and consumerism – we’re being asked to do things that 
basically go against God’s plan.”

BMS has supported children to plant thousands of trees to anchor the soil and protect it from erosion, 
reducing the danger of landslides (an ever present cause of death in Nepal). Getting children to 
understand the impact of climate change, and enabling them to actively play a role in preventing one of
the effects, is really important.

They have also been working with communities to help them come up with local action plans to adapt 
to the changing climate. Nepal is responsible for less than 0.025 per cent of the world’s carbon 
emissions. BMS don’t want to tell people how to respond to the growing environmental disaster they 
had had no part in creating ─ rather they want to equip them to own their response.

Jerry says “If we don’t look after the world, we’re basically disobeying God’s plan”.

BMS is committed to caring for creation and for standing alongside those in countries like Nepal, who 
are being disproportionately impacted by the devastating effects of climate change.

What can you do: 

Pray for our world leaders to act justly and generously and for those who seek to influence them such 
as the missionaries and sending organisations we support and the activists such as Greta Thunberg, 
the 16 year old Swedish student who is raising global awareness of the problems posed by climate 
change and challenging the world politicians.

Be Generous – as a church we give to both BMS and Operation Agri, your giving goes towards that 
work, as well as giving to local needs. This year we have given out £450 to BMS, after the sale 
tomorrow we will give what we raise to Operation Agri, we have also given out 3 hardship grants 
amounting to a total of £1400 this year.

Think about how you reduce your carbon footprint, reducing the need to adapt of those in the 
developing world:

Reduce your travel, and use environmentally friendly methods of travel. Think about the holidays you 
take.

Look at ways you can reduce your household energy (and church energy), turn down your heating, 
turn off your lights, make sure your house is well insulated. Consider also switching to a 'green' energy 
tariff – The church uses a tariff that only uses electricity from green sources such as solar and wind.

Buy local in season food, avoid waste and try to avoid unnecessary plastic

Lobby our politicians and leaders to take action on climate change

Video 2

The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; (Psa 24:1 NIV)


