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Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the law of our God, you people of 
Gomorrah! "The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to me?" says the LORD. "I have 
more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no 
pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. When you come to appear before me, who 
has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts? Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your 
incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— I cannot bear your evil 
assemblies. Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts my soul hates. They have 
become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. When you spread out your hands in 
prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen. Your 
hands are full of blood; wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! 
Stop doing wrong, learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause 
of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow. "Come now, let us reason together," says the 
LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red 
as crimson, they shall be like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from 
the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken. (Isa 1:10-20 NIV)

Based on Operation Agri and Dr Mark Galpin and this years theme of 'Learning for Life'

Isaiah 1:17 is a specific lesson on ‘Learning for Life’. Often we associate ‘learning’ with formal 
education but thankfully we don’t only learn in school. We are learning all the time, sometimes
consciously and at other times we don’t even know it is happening. Sometimes we learn to do 
things one way, but need to unlearn as it is not the right way (e.g. a bad driving habit). 

This was the case for the people of Israel. They were so used to doing wrong and disobeying 
God that they needed to learn again what it meant to ‘do right’ (v 17). Isaiah starts with a 
vision from God calling people to repent (v 16): “Stop doing wrong, learn to do right!” What 
does ‘right’ look like? It involves “seeking justice, encouraging the oppressed, defending the 
cause of the fatherless, and pleading the case of the widow”. Despite their spiritual activities 
(sacrifices, worship and prayer) they were not living according to God’s commands. 

God was unhappy with their sacrifices, but he was not revoking the system of sacrifices he had
initiated with Moses. Instead, God was calling for sincere faith and devotion. The leaders were 
carefully making the traditional sacrifices and offerings at holy celebrations, but they were 
still unfaithful to God in their hearts. Sacrifices were to be an outward sign of their faith in 
God, but the outward signs became empty because no faith existed.

Learning for life 
The Israelites needed to re-learn what it meant to be God’s people. It was not just about 
spiritual activities, but about how they operated as a society and particularly how they treated
the poor and marginalised among them. They needed to actively seek justice, get alongside, 
encourage or relieve the oppressed, and to actively pursue justice for the marginalized 
(represented by orphans and widows). The re-learning that they needed to do would not only 
result in ‘life’ for themselves (experiencing God’s blessing instead of his discipline) but also 
‘life’ for those around them, both the neglected and marginalised, and life for other nations 
too, as Israel became the blessing that God had called them to be. 



Crimson is the colour of a deep-red permanent dye, and its deep stain was virtually impossible
to remove from clothing. The stain of sin seems equally permanent, but God can remove sin's 
stain from our life as he promised to do for the Israelites. We don't have to go through life 
permanently soiled. God's Word assures us that if we are willing and obedient, Christ will 
forgive and remove our most indelible stains (Psa_51:1-7). Will you ask him to make you 
clean?

Response 
Jesus showed in His own ministry God’s concern and priority for the poor and marginalised. 
We are called to follow in Jesus’ footsteps and be people of justice and compassion; to love our 
neighbors and to be good stewards of all that God has given us. We have the opportunity to 
support work which is bringing justice and compassion to the marginalised locally and 
throughout the world, for example by giving to charity, Such support is an important part of 
our own response to the call to ‘seek justice’, but giving money does not absolve us of action (if
we give money without living justly, that is like the Israelite's making sacrifices and then 
choosing to sin again). 

Luk_11:42  "Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other
kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced 
the latter without leaving the former undone.

By living our lives in the right way, by treating everyone with equity, no matter who they are, 
by being there for those in need, listening to those who need someone to talk to and taking 
action to oppose injustice and not remaining silent but calling for justice; we can truly live the 
way God has planned for us. 

Just as the Israelites were reminded of what God had done for them in liberating them from 
Egypt, we are also called to remember what God has done for us. Through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, He has demonstrated His grace and compassion, saving us from sin and 
death and bringing us into His Kingdom. We must learn to respond to those less fortunate 
than ourselves not from a position of power, but from a position of humility. God has shown us
grace, we must respond by showing grace to others, we must ‘learn to do right’ and to ‘seek 
justice’ and to act for, not just talk of justice. 

Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely, who conducts his affairs with justice. 
(Psa 112:5 NIV)

The prophet Zechariah tells us "This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'Administer true justice; 
show mercy and compassion to one another. (Zec 7:9 NIV)


