
 Gideon (judges ch6) August 2019

The bible is full of accounts of People doing amazing things
          ……….were they superheros?

NO!   People like you and me !
people who never thought God would use them.
………..people with issues      people who have doubts       people who mess up

Today we’re looking at Gideon

Gideon was a man with doubts

**can I just explain**
a preacher will have a joke lined up for the middle of the sermon, so when you’re at the point
of dozing off, he can get your attention back.
Unfortunately I couldn’t find a suitable joke about doubts
        ….well there was one but I wasn’t sure I could use it !!

If anybody knows a joke about doubts, when you’re at that point of the sermon,
Please can you share it with us 

  Quotes about doubts:   

 “Tell people there's an invisible man in the sky who created the universe, and the vast majority
will believe you. Tell them the paint is wet, and they have to touch it to be sure.”

 Better to Remain Silent and Be Thought a Fool           (Abraham Lincoln or mark Twain)
        than to Speak and Remove All Doubt

 “Your faith can move mountains and your doubt can create them.” Anonymous.

A bit of background

After Joshua died, the Israelites turned away from God
  …..doing their own thing,   worshipping false gods  and getting in a mess.

This happened a lot!!

When the Israelites did eventually cry out to God for rescue he sent people to lead them back 
              Judges……..Gideon was the fourth one God needed to send

1st thing we read:
The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of 
the Midianites.

Then we get the account of  how bad things were
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Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.
…..threshing is best done outside using the wind to blow through your wheat

not in a small space!!

…Gideon was Trying to live …….but with oppression and fear of what was going on around him.

Do we sometimes try to give the impression of leading a normal life but actually we’re 
Struggling with something that oppresses us, we’re in fear of??

Ilness/ health issues                  finances          guilt     anxiety   relationships ??

Their problem had been goin on for 7 years before they turn to God
…do we try and deal with stuff in our own way, only turning to God as a last resort

v12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, 
               ‘The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.’
Love it!!…….what would your reaction have been??

v13 ‘Pardon me, my lord,’ Gideon replied, ‘but if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to
us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, “Did not the Lord 
bring us up out of Egypt?” But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of 
Midian.

………….but if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us?

                               ……..Ever thought that?

But now the Lord has abandoned us
                             ……..Ever thought that?

Stuff happens to us for many reasons,

 for the Israelites it was because they’d gone away from God.

It might be that you’re struggling because you’re relationship with God isn’t right.
     (It could be for other reasons but I think we need to ask ourselves the question)

Had the Lord abandoned them?  
 ….NO! he was equipping and sending Gideon to defeat the enemy.

Gideon’s reaction?               “ but how can I save Israel?”

My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.’
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Do we think the same?
 How can God use me, Im just ??????   whatever.

Well you’re in good company

 But Moses said to God,
 ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’

Jeremiah:
Alas, Sovereign Lord,’ I said, ‘I do not know how to speak; I am too young.’

Amos answered Amaziah,
 ‘I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of 
sycamore-fig trees.  But the Lord took me from tending the flock and said to me, “Go, prophesy to
my people.
……………..          And you can think of others!

How did all these people do what God called them to do?
…..V16:  The Lord answered, ‘I will be with you”

That’s that then , God called Gideon to go and defeat the Midianites, told him he’d be with him
So off he went and did it.  …..ACTUALLY…NO!!

v17 Gideon replied, 
‘If now I have found favour in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me.

IF!!         If now I have found favour !!

The problem?    Gideon’s lack of faith

So God gives him a sign

Gideon  fetches meat, bread and broth,
He’s told to put the meat and bread on a rock, pour the broth over it ,

v21 Then the angel of the Lord touched the meat and the unleavened bread with the tip of the staff
that was in his hand. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread.

What does that remind you of? ………Elijah         (1 Kings ch18)

The Israelites were worshipping false gods.
The idolatry was so bad that even Gideons father had an alter to Baal in his back yard.

God’s first instruction to Gideon is to destroy it.

He does it……….but at night 
……still not got this faith and confidence stuff!!

Take a moment to think about destroying the alter
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1. there were things that needed to be put right before God could use Gideon
            God wants to use us but maybe there are issues in our lives that we need to deal with first
             Habits, attitudes, relationship issues, stuff from the past

2. It was a test for Gideon
 to see if he could take a small step of faith  before attempting the big stuff.

     *If we learn anything we do it in small steps, gaining confidence as we go.

So the next step for Gideon….

V33-
 Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed over the 
Jordan and camped in the Valley of Jezreel.  Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon, and 
he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him.  He sent messengers throughout 
Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali, so that they too went 
up to meet them.

Ah yes, he’s full of confidence now!!

NO!!

v36 Gideon said to God, ‘If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised 

– 37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing-floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and
all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said.’ 

– 38 And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and 
wrung out the dew – a bowlful of water.

39 Then Gideon said to God, ‘Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request. 
Allow me one more test with the fleece, but this time make the fleece dry and let the ground be 
covered with dew.’ 40 That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered 
with dew.

It sounds like I’m having a go at Gideon
…….He should have trusted God from the start
…….the fleece stuff was a bit dodgy really

but the real message for us is:
     we don’t see God give up on the Israelites
           We don’t see God give up on Gideon for his weak faith.

                         We see God patiently work to grow Gideon’s faith.

God knows right where Gideon is at.
                                                                    God knows right where me and you are at.
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It was not so much that Gideon needed a sign to know what to do.
…..He knew what God wanted him to do.

It’s that he needed a sign as an encouragement to do it.

You can read what happens for yourselves 
…..Gideon leads the Israelites to an amazing victory….but in God’s way
                …..check it out later 

Our aim should be to have such a close relationship with God  that we know his heart and 
trust  without doubting or questioning

But we all have doubts don’t we?

Doubts….what sign does God give us that He is with us?

God has already given us the greatest sign ever: the cross. 
Jesus died for us. He died for you and me

But then the greatest sign ever: Jesus didn’t stay dead. He was resurrected. 
He is victorious over everything 

WHAT ARE WE CALLED TO DO?

10 commandments:
3 ‘You shall have no other gods before me.
4 ‘You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the waters below. 
5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them;

The great commission        Matthew ch28
 Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’

I think if we work on those two, God will reveal the specifics as we go

You don’t need to be rid of doubts as much as you just need to step out in faithful action in 
spite of your doubts.
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InConclusion:
 you might know God is wanting you to  do something—

 Be saved,…. maybe you’ve never asked jesus into your life 
 be baptized, maybe you’re a christian but been putting off the next step 
 become a church member, 
 take on a roll in church life
 give up a habit, ,
 witness to someone, 
 make a big decision)
 
………………. But doubt has kept you back so far.

Look at whatever it is for you from God’s point of view, not yours!! 
 
  Today, could be the day!!  
                        Go for it!!      ‘The Lord is with you, mighty warriors.’
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