
SERMON FOR SUNDAY 28  TH   JULY 2019

MATTHEW 13: 24-30 PARABLE OF THE WEEDS

If you were asked, what was Jesus an expert in, besides being the Son of God, 
preaching and miracle maker?  ……………………………………………………..

If you look at Jesus’ teachings, the main theme is gardening !!   There is 
something about using what is around us to understand what God has to offer 
us.  

In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus talks about how people respond to the 
gospel. In the Parable of the Tenants, He used the story of a vineyard to 
address the ways Israel had consistently worked against God. The miraculous 
story of the smallest seed in the world, mustard seed and how it can produce 
the biggest tree which has birds nesting in its shade.  The explanation of the 
good tree and the good fruit it produces, which explains that only when we are
right with God can we produce good in our lives.  Mark 4: 26- 29 the parable of
the growing seed.   

In Matthew 13,  24-30 Jesus tells another farm-related story:

"Jesus told them another parable: 'The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat 
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.'

"The owner’s servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the weeds come from?'

"'An enemy did this,' he replied.

"The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?'

"'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot 
the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I 



will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn'" (Matthew 13:24-30, 
NIV).

Horticultural sabotage

The specifics of this story would have made a lot more sense to Jesus' original 
audience. When one farmer wanted to sabotage another, it wasn't unheard of 
for them to sow bearded darnel into their wheat.

Bearded darnel is a noxious weed that mimics many of the characteristics of 
wheat—for a while. Before they mature, the two plants are almost identical, 
but as they grow, the differences become apparent in the fruit. Unfortunately, 
darnel is poisonous and in big enough doses will kill a person. So it's not 
something a farmer wants mixed up in their harvest.

The concerned servants want to remove the darnel, but the farmer is afraid 
they'll mistakenly throw out perfectly good wheat. He instructs them to leave 
the separation to the harvesters whose job it is to remove the darnel.

Interpreting the parable

After Jesus and the disciples leave the crowds, they ask Him to interpret the 
parable for them:

"He answered, 'The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field 
is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the people of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the 
devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.'

"'As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of 
the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his 
kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them 
into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 



Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Whoever has ears, let them hear'" (Matthew 13:37–43).

When Jesus first introduces the parable, He says, "The kingdom of heaven is 
like...."

To really grasp this parable, it's helpful to understand that Jesus is describing 
the kingdom of God. Jesus is sowing gospel seeds throughout the world and 
raising up Christians. But at the same time, the enemy is in the world spreading
counterfeit seed. In our fallen world, it is sometimes obvious where evil looks 
like, but most of the time it is hard to tell, sometimes the hardest to see when 
it is closest to us, even something about ourselves that isn’t of God. 

As human beings, we have a natural desire towards judging, criticising, desire 
for power and revenge.  Even as Christians, the church itself has been guilty 
many, many times of this behaviour.  Put people together who forget that they
are made magnificently in God’s image and are there to love and serve have 
destroyed churches, communities, denominations and brought only grief and 
destruction. We know it from our history, in our own church communities and 
we hear about it in the news constantly.  

Desire for revenge is seen in the reading of Genesis of Joseph seeing his 
brothers begging in front of him in Chapter 42.  No matter how God had used 
Joseph to become second only to Pharaoh, gave him a wife, children, loved by 
the people of Egypt and other nations who came to him needing to be rescued 
from starvation, the fact was that he was torn away from his home by his 
brothers, taken from his parents at a young age, sold into slavery and lost all 
he had, his first reaction feels very natural when he makes them squirm, 
accuses them of being spies, demands to see their youngest brother, Benjamin 
who was innocent of their crime against him. They must leave their brother, 
Simeon as a hostage and they must fetch Benjamin.  He wants them to feel 
lose like he had.  21 They said to one another, “Surely we are being punished

because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded 
with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has 
come on us.”

22 Reuben replied, “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy? But 
you wouldn’t listen! Now we must give an accounting for his 
blood.” Although Genesis 42; 1-25 was chosen for the reading, I feel 
that although we would be here till next Sunday, the parable of the weeds



is linked from Genesis 42 -45 to the end.  We know that the brothers are 
forced to come back with Benjamin for more food, a goblet is planted in 
his sack by Joseph and they are brought back and Benjamin is accused. 
This is too much for the brothers, who lay themselves at Josephs feet, 
pleading his innocence and being prepared to take the punishment 
themselves.  Joseph does something totally unexpected, dismisses his 
servants and collapses loudly weeping, reveals to them who he is, 
forgives them everything and brings his beloved father Jacob to Egypt to 
see him and reunites the family again.  He had his brothers in his power 
and wasn’t it tempting to be the judge after what they had done.  Besides
little Benjamin, they were all guilty.  But as our Father waits patiently as 
the farmer waits to see what is the poisonous weed and what is the 
wheat, Joseph held back, testing them to see if they had changed.  

Genesis 42:1-25 New International Version (NIV)

Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt

42 When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his 

sons, “Why do you just keep looking at each other?” 2 He continued, “I 
have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for 
us, so that we may live and not die.”

3 Then ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt. 4 But 
Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with the others, because 
he was afraid that harm might come to him. 5 So Israel’s sons were among
those who went to buy grain, for there was famine in the land of 
Canaan also.

6 Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the person who sold grain to 
all its people. So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him
with their faces to the ground. 7 As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he 
recognized them, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to 
them. “Where do you come from?” he asked.

“From the land of Canaan,” they replied, “to buy food.”

8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize 
him.9 Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, “You
are spies! You have come to see where our land is unprotected.”

10 “No, my lord,” they answered. “Your servants have come to buy 
food.11 We are all the sons of one man. Your servants are honest men, not 
spies.”



12 “No!” he said to them. “You have come to see where our land is 
unprotected.”

13 But they replied, “Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one 
man, who lives in the land of Canaan. The youngest is now with our 
father, and one is no more.”

14 Joseph said to them, “It is just as I told you: You are spies! 15 And this is 
how you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this 
place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of your 
number to get your brother; the rest of you will be kept in prison, so that 
your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If you are 
not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!” 17 And he put them all 
in custody for three days.

18 On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I 
fear God: 19 If you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in 
prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for your starving 
households. 20 But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that 
your words may be verified and that you may not die.” This they 
proceeded to do.

21 They said to one another, “Surely we are being punished because of our 
brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his 
life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come on us.”

22 Reuben replied, “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy? But 
you wouldn’t listen! Now we must give an accounting for his 
blood.” 23 They did not realize that Joseph could understand them, since 
he was using an interpreter.

24 He turned away from them and began to weep, but then came 
back and spoke to them again. He had Simeon taken from them and 
bound before their eyes.

25 Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each man’s silver 
back in his sack, and to give them provisions for their journey. After this 
was done for them,



Paul writes in 

1 Corinthians 10:1-24 The Message (MSG)

10 1-5 Remember our history, friends, and be warned. All our ancestors 

were led by the providential Cloud and taken miraculously through the 
Sea. They went through the waters, in a baptism like ours, as Moses led 
them from enslaving death to salvation life. They all ate and drank 
identical food and drink, meals provided daily by God. They drank from 
the Rock, God’s fountain for them that stayed with them wherever they 
were. And the Rock was Christ. But just experiencing God’s wonder and 
grace didn’t seem to mean much—most of them were defeated by 
temptation during the hard times in the desert, and God was not pleased.

6-10 The same thing could happen to us. We must be on guard so that we 
never get caught up in wanting our own way as they did. And we must 
not turn our religion into a circus as they did—“First the people partied, 
then they threw a dance.” We must not be sexually promiscuous—they 
paid for that, remember, with 23,000 deaths in one day! We must never 
try to get Christ to serve us instead of us serving him; they tried it, and 
God launched an epidemic of poisonous snakes. We must be careful not 
to stir up discontent; discontent destroyed them.

11-12 These are all warning markers—DANGER!—in our history books, written 
down so that we don’t repeat their mistakes. Our positions in the story 
are parallel—they at the beginning, we at the end—and we are just as 
capable of messing it up as they were. Don’t be so naive and self-
confident. You’re not exempt. You could fall flat on your face as easily as 
anyone else. Forget about self-confidence; it’s useless. Cultivate God-
confidence.

13 No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course 
of what others have had to face. All you need to remember is that 
God will never let you down; he’ll never let you be pushed past 
your limit; he’ll always be there to help you come through it.

14 So, my very dear friends, when you see people reducing God to 
something they can use or control, get out of their company as 
fast as you can.

15-18 I assume I’m addressing believers now who are mature. Draw your 
own conclusions: When we drink the cup of blessing, aren’t we taking into



ourselves the blood, the very life, of Christ? And isn’t it the same with the
loaf of bread we break and eat? Don’t we take into ourselves the body, 
the very life, of Christ? Because there is one loaf, our many-ness becomes
one-ness—Christ doesn’t become fragmented in us. Rather, we become 
unified in him. We don’t reduce Christ to what we are; he raises us to 
what he is. That’s basically what happened even in old Israel—those who 
ate the sacrifices offered on God’s altar entered into God’s action at the 
altar.

19-22 Do you see the difference? Sacrifices offered to idols are offered to 
nothing, for what’s the idol but a nothing? Or worse than nothing, a 
minus, a demon! I don’t want you to become part of something that 
reduces you to less than yourself. And you can’t have it both ways, 
banqueting with the Master one day and slumming with demons the next.
Besides, the Master won’t put up with it. He wants us—all or nothing. Do 
you think you can get off with anything less?

23-24 Looking at it one way, you could say, “Anything goes. Because 
of God’s immense generosity and grace, we don’t have to dissect 
and scrutinize every action to see if it will pass muster.” But the 
point is not to just get by. We want to live well, but our foremost 
efforts should be to help others live well.

The servants want to help the farmer by uprooting the imposters, but they lack
the sensitivity of the angelic harvesters. It's not the job of the servants to make
judgments about what is and isn't actual wheat. Their job is to serve the 
farmer as He spreads the legitimate seed. The servants should assist Jesus in 
planting seeds and ensuring that they grow to maturity. At the end of the age, 
it's the job of the harvester to judge who is or isn't a member of God's 
kingdom.

We cannot be the judge or who is deserving and who isn’t, we are just there 
to love, care and spread the message of his redeeming love.  

It seems that the main point of the parable is that unlike the disciples' 
expectation, the kingdom of God wouldn't be a restored Israel. It would be a 
borderless kingdom where the citizens might not immediately appear much 
different than those in the kingdom of man. Any attempt to separate the two 
could do damage to God's kingdom.
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