
Let him who has ears, hear what the Spirit says to the churches?"  pg871

"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars 
in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands: I know your deeds, your hard 
work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested 
those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. You have persevered and 
have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. Yet I hold this against you: You 
have forsaken your first love. 
(Rev 2:1-4 NIV)

We saw last week how the Apostle John while on marooned on Patmos had vision of the future, 
while there he also received messages for the churches. 

Jesus had commanded, we need to "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 
'Love your neighbour as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments." (Mat 22:37-40 NIV)]

This idea of loving your neighbour as yourself can cause problems for some people who have low 
self worth. Paul said “After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it (Eph 
5:29 NIV), this sadly is not entirely true, there are people who self harm and do not love 
themselves, but God loves you and wants you to love yourselves as he loves you.

The Apostle John tells us “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees 
his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us
not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth”. (1Jn 3:16-18 NIV)

So to love our neighbour requires us to share what we have with our neighbour. This is the kind of 
love that developed in the early Church in Ephusus. 

The apostle Paul had originally gone to Ephesus in Greece where he preached the Gospel and began
a Church, which was blessed with miraculous healings and a conviction among its members, which 
saw them burning pagan texts they had owned worth a great amount of money. The Ephisian 
church was to become one of the most important churches in the area. After Paul left Ephesus it 
continued to grow and Paul writing to the church later on says “that ever since He heard about 
their faith in the Lord Jesus and their love for all the saints, He have not stopped giving thanks for 
them, remembering them in his prayers”. (Eph 1:15-16 NIV)

The first love of the church in Ephesus was the love of God and the love of their brothers and 
sisters.

John also tells us “We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his 
brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God,
whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his 
brother”.  (1Jn 4:19-21 NIV)

Somewhere along the way however the church at Ephesus loses this first love, this most important 
commandment. We do not know exactly how and in what way, but we know they no longer put the 
love of God and love of the saints first in their lives and they are warned that if they do not repent 
and return to their first love, they will loose Gods favour for the Church.

We as a Church should take heed, have we lost our first love?

Think about anyone you have known who has become a Christian, how they seem to bring up God 
in every sentence and share what God has done for them, how they bend over backwards to help 
others – you may recall it as almost being irritating, but the truth is we should be like that.



Paul also said to the Ephesian Church: we should work and share with those in need; only say what 
is helpful in building up others; do not let anger drive us and be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Spirit of the antichrist – From Robert Brien, Thy Kingdom Come

The apostle John recorded Jesus Christ's messages to seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3. After 
each message, everyone is told, "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches" (Revelation 2:7). What can we learn from this message?

1. Like our spiritual brethren in Ephesus, God's people today must reject false teachers and 
their mistaken ideas masquerading as Christianity.

2. We should follow their example of endurance and hard work.

3. We must return to our initial zealous love of our brethren, of God and of doing His work.

Jesus said: stop everything else from pushing me out, Go back to your original settings; and Love 
the Lord Your God with all you are and your neighbour.  He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches (Rev 2:7, NIV).

Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love. 
(Eph 6:24 NIV)


