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Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. As men moved eastward, they found
a plain in Shinar and settled there. They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them 
thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. Then they said, "Come, let us 
build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for 
ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth." But the LORD came down to see 
the city and the tower that the men were building. The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the 
same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.
Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other." So the 
LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. That is why 
it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From 
there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. (Gen 11:1-9 NIV) pg9

In the early chapters of Genesis there has been a growing rebellion against God. This starts with the 
story of Adam and Eve and their disobedience, then Cain and Abel and so on. God tries to start over
with the flood and the story of Noah, but to no avail and this is what Noah’s descendants do next.

The people of Babel wanted to build a large city with a large tower that reached to the heavens. We 
start this story with a technological advance. Bricks originated from that part
of the world, probably some time before this meaning that building large buildings was now really 
quite feasible.
The reading says they wanted to make a name for themselves and not scatter around the whole earth
– which is, of course, what God wanted them to do. They wanted to take over the whole world and 
thought they were equal or better than God, they gave in to pride and had developed the technology 
and the power and skill to give it a go. They actually believed that  did not need God any more.

God had to respond to this sin, because otherwise he would lose these people to sin, so he made 
them speak different languages. This prevented them from communicating with one another and the
building task was made impossible for them as no one could understand what anyone else was 
saying. It must have been chaos.

As a result they then scattered all over the earth – which is what God wanted them to do in the first 
place. 

The message for us in the story is that no matter how clever we get with our technology or our 
thinking or our organisational skills, we are still part of God’s creation and we should not try to use 
these to try to equal or usurp God. It is still his world and we are his people.

Then we jump to Pentecost, the Jewish celebration. That Pentecost was another new beginning with
a new promise of God for those who follow Jesus.

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them. (Act 2:1-4 NIV)

Two things happen to the disciples. They are filled with the Holy Spirit and they find that they can 
speak in other languages. The “last days” are now here and we are in a new age. The Spirit is now 
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here to drive and equip the church into the future. 

The disciples are speaking other languages, not unknown tongues but the languages of the people 
listening, the Spirit is equipping the church to go out and preach the gospel to all the nations and 
tongues in order to bring humanity back together, in preparation for the future new heaven and 
earth, where we will once again be one people, but without sin. Luke is telling us that the power of 
God can bring different people, languages and cultures back together in Christ. All this is for 
mission, going out into the world and bringing salvation to men, women, boys and girls. The Spirit 
today can still equip us to meet the challenges of doing that in the 21st century.


