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SERMON FOR KEGWORTH BAPTIST CHURCH      5 May 2019                      BALANCE

 

Lord, today we recall your faithfulness.
Thank you that you walk with us everyday, that you are with us in each 
moment.
Thank you that your promises are true and your goodness never fails us.

In this moment we come to you and we lay our lives before you.
May we worship and adore you with every fibre of our being.
May everything within us cry "Holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is 
and is to come". 
And so today we join with all those who worship and confess you as Lord, from
generations past and present, and with all the angels that sing in heaven of 
your greatness and beauty. 

Lord we adore you.
Lord we love you.
Lord you are so precious to us.

Amen

Isaiah 6: 1-4  1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and 
exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above 
him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their 
faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3And 
they were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”

4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the
temple was filled with smoke.

REVELATIONS  4;  7-9  In  the  center,  around the  throne,  were  four  living
creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7The first
living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face
like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8Each of the four living creatures
had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day
and night they never stop saying:

“ ‘Holy, holy, holy

http://biblehub.com/isaiah/6-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/revelation/4-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/revelation/4-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/6-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/6-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/6-2.htm
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is the Lord God Almighty,’  
who was, and is, and is to come.”

9Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on
the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10the twenty-four elders fall down
before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and
ever. 

My sermon: BALANCE 

The balance I want to talk about isn’t just our balance between the secular 
world and the heavenly world, but how that balancing we do also affects our 
lives everyday as we live in an increasingly busy world with so many demands 
on our time.

The balance between the world and the heavenly kingdom are both 
intertwined in our lives everyday as Christians and we are always going to be 
walking that tightrope, being a part of the world and not part of this world.  
Like it says in Romans 12:1- 2 

A Living Sacrifice 

1. I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship.2 Do not be conformed to this world,  but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.

We are not being asked to be so heavenly, we are no earthly good.  I 
unfortunately see that often in Christians, where sense of humour is repressed,
constantly looking superior and scathing at people, using the Bible to justify 
the superior attitude.  Just be yourself, God made us that way and he asked us 
to do is love, forgive and to serve, not judge. If we are to follow in the 
footsteps of Christ, we will mix with ordinary people and love them.  Go to 
parties, have non Christian friends, have outside activities, laugh, cry, watch 
non Christian movies, make either excellent, mediocre or perhaps even 
pathetic jokes, my families standard reaction to my jokes,’another pathetic 
attempt by Clare!!’.  But the secret of successful walking on the tightrope is, ( I 
have not done this myself, obviously, I love google) but I have read that the 
secret is not to look down or up, but straight ahead.   We need to look forward 
towards the goal that God has offering us. Proverbs 4:25 says ,’Let your eyes 

http://biblehub.com/revelation/4-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/revelation/4-9.htm
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look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you’.  To have a goal, 
spurs us on to achieve what looks to us sometimes as an impossibility.  In 
Matthew 19, we have the story of the young man questioning Jesus on getting 
to heaven.  He can honestly say that he has followed every law, but when Jesus
asks him to give up all his worldy possessions and follow him, he can’t do it and
leaves brokenhearted. I like the Messages version of what is said next, 23-24 As 
he watched him go, Jesus told his disciples, “Do you have any idea how difficult
it is for the rich to enter God’s kingdom? Let me tell you, it’s easier to gallop a 
camel through a needle’s eye than for the rich to enter God’s kingdom.”
25 The disciples were staggered. “Then who has any chance at all?”
26 Jesus looked hard at them and said, “No chance at all if you think you can 
pull it off yourself. Every chance in the world if you trust God to do it.”

The other secret to tightrope walking is to put your arms out horizontally to 
create equilibrium in the body which aids balance. The image I have is of us 
touching people with love as we go on this metaphorical tightrope, you 
wouldn’t catch me on a real one. Also, psychologists, profilers, police, 
interviewers and countless of us, use body language to analyse how people are
really feeling under different circumstances. If you cross your legs or your 
arms, face slightly away from someone, you are protecting yourself from harm 
or hiding something you don’t want others to know. 

As Christians and knowing the ultimate love of God, we can’t do that.  So to 
keep our balance, to look forward in confidence and confidently open our arms
to potential hurt and pain, to give out love to others on our tightrope journey, 
knowing that whatever comes our way and whatever the outcome of that, that
God is with us and our journey will end with Him. 

We must also understand that being in the world, but not of it, is necessary if 
we are to be a light to those who are in spiritual darkness. We are to live in 
such a way that those outside the faith see our good deeds and our manner 
and know that there is something “different” about us. 

Being “in” the world also means we can enjoy the things of the world, such as 
the beautiful creation God has given us, but we are not to immerse ourselves 
in what the world values, nor are we to chase after worldly pleasures. And to 
clarify, if you enjoy Salsa dancing, rock climbing, knitting, reading, you name 
the activity, go ahead.  If any of those activities just don’t feel right, then pray 
and analyse as to why they don't.
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Various scriptures on balances, such as Leviticus 19:36, speak of God's 
demands in trade: "You shall have just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and
a just hin: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt." 
Other references speak of measuring a person's character or integrity, as seen 
in Job 31:6: "Let me be weighed in a just balance, that God may know my 
integrity 

Mother Theresa had some wonderful quotes, a couple that I found that relate 
to todays sermon and proves to me that as much as she was an icon to the 
Christian lives we should all be leading, she also battled with so many things, 
including I believe in her own Christian faith.  The quote, ‘I know God won’t 
give me more than I can handle, I just wish He didn’t trust me so much’.  

Or another one, ‘ Never travel faster than your Guardian angel can fly’. 

The ever debated question remains: What is a balanced way of life? Is there a
one-size-fits-all  definition of balance, or does God give a certain amount of
leeway in how we live as a Christian versus how we live as "normal" human
beings? What are His expectations? What should ours be?

One man, Solomon—a man who lived at both extremes of life—gives us in
Proverbs  and  Ecclesiastes  many  lessons  he  learned,  both  good  and  bad.
Ecclesiastes 3 made famous by the Byrds in the pop world in 1967 begins with
the familiar lines, "To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose
under heaven." Verses 2-8 lists pairs of human experiences that most people
face at various times and circumstances:

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck what
is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time
to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time
to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones; a time to
embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to gain, and a time to
lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to
sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to
hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

People often have multiple things coming at them at various times and with
different intensities. God has placed us on this earth, not randomly but for a
purpose, we are all loved and cared for by Him.  We are not alone, He gives us
power to cope through prayer, study, fasting, meditating, fellowship, etc. 

When  we  look  at  life  from  this  perspective,  the  idea  of  balance  becomes
clearer.  God's  way  must  be  our  priority  versus  the  worldly  approach  that
minimizes or rails against true justice, righteousness, and godliness. There is a

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/273/The-Fruit-of-Spirit-Peace.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/13595/eVerseID/13595
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/3318/eVerseID/3318
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time to do most things, but they must always be done by God's standards and
not  the  world's.  While  God  wants  us  to  provide  for  our  families,  being  a
workaholic and failing as a mate or parent is not being balanced. God wants us
to study His Word but not to the exclusion of everything else, especially one's
other important responsibilities. There is a time to have fun but not when it
affects  more  important  personal,  family,  or  spiritual  needs.  Balance  is  an
aspect  of  godly  love,  as  shown  in Philippians  2:3-4: "Let  nothing  be  done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
others  better  than himself.  Let  each of  you  look out  not  only  for  his  own
interests, but also for the interests of others."

There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. 
Nations, cultures, arts, civilisations—these are mortal, and their life is to ours 
as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, 
snub, and exploit—immortal horrors or everlasting splendours. This does not 
mean that we are to be perpetually solemn: We must play. But our merriment 
must be of that kind (and it is, in fact, the merriest kind) which exists between 
people who have, from the outset, taken each other seriously—no flippancy, 
no superiority, no presumption. And our charity must be a real and costly love, 
with deep feeling for the sins in spite of which we love the sinner—no mere 
tolerance, or indulgence which parodies love as flippancy parodies merriment. 
Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your neighbour is the holiest object 
presented to your senses. If he is your Christian neighbour, he is holy in almost 
the same way, for in him also Christ vere latitat—the glorifier and the glorified,
Glory Himself, is truly hidden.

From The Weight of Glory
Compiled in A Year with C.S. Lewis

END OF SERVICE 

http://links.biblegateway.mkt4731.com/ctt?kn=22&ms=NTkxNDgzNzcS1&r=MzY4ODYxMzM2MTE5S0&b=0&j=MTYyNDA5Mzk4MwS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.biblegateway.mkt4731.com/ctt?kn=14&ms=NTkxNDgzNzcS1&r=MzY4ODYxMzM2MTE5S0&b=0&j=MTYyNDA5Mzk4MwS2&mt=1&rt=0
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29395/eVerseID/29396

