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How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And 
that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  Dear 
friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we 
know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is... This is how we 
know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do 
what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. ( 1Jn 3:1-2,10 NIV) 
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms
with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 
holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has 
freely given us in the One he loves. ( Eph 1:3-6 NIV) pg825

The Oxford English dictionary defines 'family' as “A group of people related by blood or marriage, 
especially a group consisting of two parents and their children living together as a unit” or  “All the 
descendants of a common ancestor” the word comes from Late Middle English (in family); also 
denoting the servants of a household or the retinue of a nobleman): from Latin familia ‘household 
servants, family’, from famulus ‘servant’. .  

Today's strict definition of family requires us to be blood relatives, but traditionally servants were 
regarded as family. Families may also adopt those who are not related by blood to become part of 
their family and those who are married too blood relatives are usually regarded as part of the family.

Families therefore become very complicated, sometimes they may be very close knit, others can be 
be less friendly; often within a family there will be members you are very close to and others that 
you do not get on with so well. You may also be physically distant – as families members move, 
they may end up on the other side of the world.

Families sometimes have someone who does not conform the the families norms, this is sometimes 
referred to as the 'black sheep' of the family. 

In scripture, those who have accepted Christ as their Lord and Saviour are called children of God 
Almighty and regarded as adopted into His family.

So Christians have two families, an earthly family and a Church family. The Church family has 
many of the same characteristics as an earthly family – you may not like some of the church family 
(at least some of the time) and others you may be very close to, some of the church family are 
physically distant, you can find members of the church family wherever you go and sometimes 
members may move away or move to be close by.

Some of the church family may not act in the way you think they should – some may use coarse 
language others do not. But everyone who turns to Christ becomes part of the family of God 
(whether or not you approve).

We can not decide if someone is a family member or not, but we must have love for one another and
seek to live according to His pleasure and will.

How do we become a part of this family of God? When we hear the gospel, confess our sins, and 
place our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, we are at that moment born into God’s kingdom as His 



children and become heirs with Him for eternity because those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received 
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. ( Rom 
8:14-17 NIV)

As children of God, what do we inherit? Nothing less than the kingdom of God! As earthly children 
we eventually inherit what our parents leave behind for us after their death. But in God’s case 
believers are already reaping the rewards of our inheritance by having peace with Him through the 
sacrifice of His Son on the cross. Other rewards of our inheritance include the gift of the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit at the moment we believe in Christ, which empowers us to live for Him in the 
present, and the knowledge that our salvation is secure for eternity in heaven. 

even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? As he says in 
Hosea: "I will call them 'my people' who are not my people; and I will call her 'my loved one' who 
is not my loved one," and, "It will happen that in the very place where it was said to them, "You are 
not my people,' they will be called 'sons of the living God.'" ( Rom 9:24-26 NIV)

A father came home from work late, tired and irritated, to find his 5-year old son waiting for him at 
the door.

Son: "Father, may I ask you a question?"

Father replied: "Yeah sure, what it is?"

Son: "Father, how much do you make an hour?"

Father said angrily: "That's none of your business. Why do you ask such a thing?"

Son: "I just want to know. Please tell me, how much do you make an hour?"

Father: "If you must know, I make $20 an hour."

"Oh," the little boy replied, with his head down. Looking up, he said, "Father, may I please borrow 
$10?"

The father was furious, "If the only reason you asked that is so you can borrow some money to buy 
a silly toy or some other nonsense, then you march yourself straight to your room and go to bed. 
Think about why you are being so selfish. I work hard everyday for such childish behavior."

The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the door. Father sat down and started to get even 
angrier about the little boy's questions. How dare he ask such questions only to get some money? 
After about an hour or so, the father had calmed down, and started to think: Maybe there was 
something he really needed to buy with that $10 and he really didn't ask for money very often.

The father went to the door of the little boy's room and opened the door.

"Are you asleep, son?" Father asked.

"No Father, I am awake," replied the little boy.

"I have been thinking, maybe I was too hard on you earlier," said the father. "It's been a long day 
and I took out my aggravation on you. Here's the $10 you asked for."

The little boy sat straight up, smiling. "Oh, thank you Father!" He yelled.

Then, reaching under his pillow he pulled out some crumpled up bills.

The father, seeing that the little boy already had money, started to get angry again.



The little boy slowly counted out his money, and then looked up at his father.

"Why do you want more money if you already have some?" the father grumbled.

"Because I didn't have enough, but now I do," the little boy replied.

"Father, I have $20 now. Can I buy an hour of your time? Please come home early tomorrow. I 
would like to have dinner with you."

- make time for the important things, for family


