
Grace and Forgiveness

Grace = undeserved mercy
What if Christ had not died – no grace, judged according to the Law
Discipleship = Love (God and neighbours) → our response?

Example of grace – John Newton Story – see below

Some of you may think God would not forgive me, I've done far to much wrong, well God forgives 
hardened criminals, drugs baron and slavers like John Newton, so he can forgive you. Others of you
might say I have not killed anyone, well think about this – Have you ever been annoyed with 
anyone, e.g. when someone overtakes us, and you hoped they would get caught at Red lights, then 
you wished them harm = Jesus says this is as bad as murder
Have you looked at someone and thought 'caw their a bit of alright'  = adultery (p.s. If your single it 
still applies, its desiring someone your not married to)
Have you seen something and you thought I really want that = greed and perhaps theft.
Not told a checkout operator when they give you the wrong change or kept a pen in an office or 
hotel = theft 

Good news is that because of grace we will not be judged according to the law, Paul talks 
extensively in his letter to the Romans about how if we are judged according to the law (you know 
– all the Thou shalt not...), we deserve death, but Jesus has already paid the price and because of 
grace we can receive forgiveness and a new start in life. Provided you accept Jesus...

Goats and Sheep – what you do to another you do to me Matthew 25:31–46 
Prodigal Son - Luke 15:11–32  – but you might not have had a good relationship with your father / 
or a v good relationship with your earthly father – God is not just a replacement but an addition

... for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom 5:7b-8 NIV)

John in his first letter says: Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life in him. This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life 
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and 
sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, 
let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. (1Jn 3:15-18 NIV)

And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as 
he commanded us. (1Jn 3:23 NIV)

Do you love God with all your heart and soul? If not you can like John Newton commit you life to 
him today and start seeing. Do you love your neighbour? If not change your heart today and start 
living a life of love.

John Newton Story
"Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me."
https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/pastorsandpreachers/john-newton.html

It is probably the most famous hymn in history:

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now am found,

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/pastorsandpreachers/john-newton.html


Was blind but now I see.

Though some today wonder if the word wretch is hyperbole or a bit of dramatic license, John 
Newton, the song's author, clearly did not.

1725 - John Newton born

Newton was nurtured by a Christian mother who taught him the Bible at an early age, but he was 
raised in his father's image after she died of tuberculosis when Newton was 7. At age 11, Newton 
went on his first of six sea-voyages with the merchant navy captain.

Newton lost his first job, in a merchant's office, because of "unsettled behavior and impatience of 
restraint"—a pattern that would persist for years. He spent his later teen years at sea before he was 
press-ganged aboard the H.M.S. Harwich in 1744. Newton rebelled against the discipline of the 
Royal Navy and deserted. He was caught, put in irons, and flogged. He eventually convinced his 
superiors to discharge him to a slaver ship. Espousing freethinking principles, he remained arrogant 
and insubordinate, and he lived with moral abandon: "I sinned with a high hand," he later wrote, 
"and I made it my study to tempt and seduce others."

He was transferred to the service of the captain of the Greyhound, a Liverpool ship, in 1747, and on 
its homeward journey, the ship was overtaken by an enormous storm. Newton had been reading 
Thomas a Kempis's The Imitation of Christ, and was struck by a line about the "uncertain 
continuance of life." He also recalled the passage in Proverbs, "Because I have called and ye have 
refused, … I also will laugh at your calamity." He converted during the storm, though he admitted 
later, "I cannot consider myself to have been a believer, in the full sense of the word." 

Newton then served as a mate and then as captain of a number of slave ships, hoping as a Christian 
to restrain the worst excesses of the slave trade, "promoting the life of God in the soul" of both his 
crew and his African cargo.

After leaving the sea for an office job in 1755, Newton held Bible studies in his Liverpool home. 
Influenced by both the Wesleys and George Whitefield, he adopted mild Calvinist views and 
became increasingly disgusted with the slave trade and his role in it. He quit, was ordained into the 
Anglican ministry, and in 1764 took a parish in Olney in Buckinghamshire.

In 1769, Newton began a Thursday evening prayer service. For almost every week's service, he 
wrote a hymn to be sung to a familiar tune. Among the well-known hymns in it are "Amazing 
Grace." 

In 1787 Newton wrote Thoughts Upon the African Slave Trade to help William Wilberforce's 
campaign to end the practice—"a business at which my heart now shudders," he wrote. Recollection
of that chapter in his life never left him, and in his old age, when it was suggested that the 
increasingly feeble Newton retire, he replied, "I cannot stop. What? Shall the old African 
blasphemer stop while he can speak?"

1807 - John Newton dies


