
KEGWORTH - Acts 12v1-19

The story is told of a small town in which there were no liquor stores. 
Eventually, however, a nightclub was built right on Main Street. 
Members of one of the churches in the area were so disturbed that they conducted several 
all-night prayer meetings, and asked the Lord to burn down that den of iniquity. 
Lightning struck the tavern a short time later, and it was completely destroyed by fire. 

The owner, knowing how the church people had prayed, sued them for the damages. 
His attorney claimed that their prayers had caused the loss. 
The congregation, on the other hand, hired a lawyer and fought the charges. 
After much deliberation the judge declared, 
“It’s the opinion of this court that wherever the guilt may lie, the tavern keeper is the one 
who really believes in prayer while the church members do not!”    —R. W. de Haan

   When we pray do we expect God to answer?

The early days of the church witnessed the power of God moving on miraculous ways.  
Thousands of people were coming to believe in Christ.
The church was demonstrating the miraculous power of God.
The church was growing.
God was glorified.
It was a great time to be a part of the local church!

But, not everyone was pleased!  
The Jews hated the early church because the church said that Jesus was the Messiah.  
The church said that Jesus had been killed by the Jews and, most amazing of all; they even 
claimed that He had risen from the dead.  
The Jews hated the message of the Gospel especially because so many Jews were turning 
from Judaism to follow “the way”.

The Jewish leaders had tried arresting the Apostles and forbidding them to preach.
In an effort to stem the growth they arrested Stephen and stoned him to death.
This failed to achieve the desired results as well.  
So they used hired guns like Saul of Tarsus to persecute Christian communities.
But even he ended up getting converted himself.  
They persecuted the church but still it continued to grow and prosper.

Herod, seeking to curry favour with the Jews, arrested James and had him executed.  
When he saw this pleased the Jews, he arrested Peter, and planned to kill him too.  
So the Apostle James is dead and the Apostle Peter is in prison, about to be put to death.  
So to our passage in which we see God do some amazing and miraculous things to give his 
servants a great victory.
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It is good to note at this point that Peter was not in prison through any fault of his own.
He was living right, walking with God, doing the best he could do, being a good person.
And yet still trouble came his way.
There is a lesson here for us as well.  
We must never get the idea that a good, godly life is a hedge against troubles.  
Sometimes, the closer one lives to Jesus the more that person suffers for Jesus.  

Consider Job.  
He was clean, holy and good, by God’s own estimation and everyone else’s, including Gods!
He was doing his best to serve the Lord and to live for God and still trouble came his way.
Trials marked the lives of David, Paul and Elijah.
Even Jesus is called “a man of sorrows” in Isaiah 53.
Those people who live for the Lord are going to have their trials and setbacks too.

Peter discovered this when he was thrown into Herod’s prison.  
But, it was in that prison experience that Peter experienced the power of God in some 
wonderful ways.  
We need this teaching because we will find ourselves shut up in a prison of some kind at 
some time in our lives.  
At some point we will face something that very difficult, seems beyond our resources.
When we do, we need to know that our God is God who can move in power.
A God of miracles!
A God who knows our situation, who hears and who acts.

The first thing that we see in this passage that we read together is that,

   God Answers Our Prayers In Extraordinary Ways.
  
V5 tells us that while Peter was in prison church was praying earnestly for his release.
But for Peter, one of the great leaders of the church, to be released or escape was an 
impossible dream!
The reality of the situation was that they were a small, weak and persecuted minority.
They were up against the might of the Roman state.  
Peter was chained to guards and more guards secured the entrance to the jail.  
The situation was hopeless.

But this is where we see the power of prayer.
You see, prayer does not rely upon logic.
Prayer does not rely upon the reality of the situation. 
Prayer does not rely upon our resources.
Prayer relies on faith. 
Prayer can work in situations of hopelessness.
In fact it is often in these situations that prayer works best.  
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What could the people do except PRAY?  
Then we read of the miracle that takes place in answer to their prayers.  
God intervenes himself and sends His angel to free Peter.  
Even Peter thought that this was a dream or a vision (V9).
What was happening to him was impossible!!

Sometimes in our prayers we seem frightened to ask God for what might seem impossible.
Or like the people in our passage we ask for these things never really expecting God to 
answer.
Never expecting that he might just do a miracle among us.
But God in His grace does answer, often surprising us in the process.  

Sometimes we face problems that we just do not know the answer to.
There are times when it seems that there is no hope.
Times when we don’t even know how to pray.  (eg War, Starving,)  
In these situations we may know what we should pray for but we cannot pray those prayers
because they seem glib.
Or we cannot accept in our own minds that God really can do something miraculous.  

But we must remember that we pray to the same God as these people did.
He is a God of power and miracles who does answer our prayers.  
The people in this house were faced with an impossible situation.
They could not see what they or God could do.
They felt weak and helpless.  
Yet they came to God in prayer.
He was their only hope in difficult situations.
And he did something!

What miracles have you seen in church life or in your own lives over the past few years?
How you came to faith.
How God has equipped you and called you, yes even you, to serve him.
Has he has done a miracle in your life?
Done beyond whatever you could have imagined.

What situation do you need to bring to him in prayer?
What problem can you not see past?
What resource are you lacking?
What difficulty are you facing where you need a miracle of God?
Are you praying?

John .R. Rice tells this story;

My six daughters sometimes gather around me, telling me how they need shoes, money for 
music lessons and for many other things. 
3



Sometimes I have been compelled to say, “Go easy! I am not made out of money. 
We will just have to get what we can afford and go without the rest.”

But I never read in God’s Word where He ever told anybody;
“Go easy! I don’t have very much. I have already strained myself giving to others. 
I cannot give as much as you ask.” 
No, no! One of our greatest sins about praying is that we do not ask for enough. 
We do not take what God is willing to give…
God forgive us our little, stingy, unbelieving prayers!

Remember that we serve a God of miracles.
If he could free Peter from that impossible situation then He can and will answer our 
prayers.
Sometimes in ordinary ways, but sometimes he will perform a miracle among us!
So what do you need to ask him for in your life?
What are you facing that seems impossible or hopeless!
What do you not have the faith so see past?

   God’s answers must be recognised.

The people had been praying earnestly, were actually even now in a prayer meeting. 
What was the top of their prayer requests?  PETER.
Yet even as they prayed we can see that God had already answered their prayers.  
But this response of God caught the people off their guard.
It was just a little too fast.  

When Peter came and knocked on the door they had a lot more praying still to do.
They had put the whole evening aside!!  
Everybody knows that God takes ages to answer our prayers.
He likes us to spend hours or even days praying before he answers in some small way!

These Christians were praying for a miracle, Peter’s release.  
But we see from this passage that they did not REALLY BELIEVE that it would happen.
And when it did they thought that Rhoda was dreaming or seeing Peters ghost.
The people in the prayer meeting found it easier to believe that he was already dead than 
that God had rescued him.  
Which was the very thing that they were praying for!

These then were not great prayers of faith.
These were prayers of desperate, frightened people.
These were prayers crying out to God to so something.
They were astounded when they saw Peter.

4



Do you always pray in faith?  
If you do then I envy you because most of the time I don’t.  
Often when we are faced with worrying and hopeless situations in our lives, it is at these 
very times that we feel our weakness and faithlessness more than at any other.  
So we lay a guilt trip upon ourselves about our lack of faith and blame ourselves when our 
prayers don't seem to be answered.
Because we did not have enough faith.  
If only we had enough faith God would have intervened in some way. 

These people did not really expect God to answer their prayers.
Or at least not in the way that he did.  
So we see the picture of Rhoda leaving Peter outside the door in her excitement.
We see her tell the others that their prayers have already been answered, still praying 
them!
We see them laugh and call her mad!
Finally they hear the faint knocking on the door and let Peter in.

   V16 tells us that they were astonished.  

They could not believe their eyes.  
The early church as pictured in the book of Acts had seen many miracles.
Yet they and we still find it hard to believe it when God works amongst us in powerful and 
miraculous ways.  
They asked God to answer their prayers and when He did they did not recognise his answer.
They did not hear / believe it when his answer was knocking on their door!

A very religious man was once caught in rising floodwaters. 
He climbed onto the roof of his house and trusted God to rescue him. 
A neighbour came by in a canoe and said, 
“The waters will soon be above your house. Hop in and we’ll paddle to safety.”
“No thanks” replied the religious man. “I’ve prayed to God and I’m sure he will save me”
A short time later the police came by in a boat. 
“The waters will soon be above your house. Hop in and we’ll take you to safety.”
“No thanks” replied the religious man. 
“I’ve prayed to God and I’m sure he will save me”
A little time later a rescue services helicopter hovered overhead, let down a rope ladder 
and said. 
“The waters will soon be above your house. Climb the ladder and we’ll fly you to safety.”
“No thanks” replied the religious man. 
“I’ve prayed to God and I’m sure he will save me”
All this time the floodwaters continued to rise, until soon they reached above the roof and 
the religious man drowned. 
When he arrived at heaven he demanded an audience with God. 
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Ushered into God’s throne room he said, “Lord, what happened?
I prayed for you to save me, I trusted you to save me from that flood.”
“Yes, you did my child” replied the Lord. “And I sent you a canoe, a boat and a helicopter. 
But you never got in.”

We too must be careful to listen for and recognise Gods answers to our prayers.  
We must not be so wrapped up in talking to God in prayer that we do not listen for the 
knocking on the door.
Our minds must not be so taken up with how we think God should answer that we do not 
recognise the answer that he gives when it comes in a different way.  

This is not to say that we should not spend time in prayer, but we must pray in anticipation 
that God will answer now.  
God does not always want us to have to wait for answers to prayer.
He is a dynamic God who loves to work in ways that we cannot even imagine.  
So we should learn from these people to be praying expectantly even that God can answer 
our prayers before we have finished praying them.
Do you believe that, can you?

Sometimes we do not recognise the answers that he gives because he answers our prayers 
in different ways to what we expected.  
We don’t recognise the answers when they are stood knocking on the church door.
Or the door of our lives waiting to be let in, recognised and accepted / received.  

In our passage all Gods hard work to answer their prayers was left outside the door of the 
church waiting to be let in.  
The very thing that they were praying for was left outside in danger of being caught again 
while they debated the impossibility of what Rhoda told them.  
It seems strange that God found it easier to open the doors of the Roman jail and free Peter
than he did to open the doors of the church and get His answer to prayer accepted.  

Let us be quick to recognise and accept Gods activity among us and give him the praise.
Let us be looking each day for what God is doing amongst us.
Perhaps our God will astonish us too!

   We Must Tell Others What God Has Done For Us.

V17 Peter tells them to tell James and the others what had happened.  
Why was it important to tell them?
Because it would be a great encouragement to the whole church suffering persecution to 
see the power of God at work amongst His people.
Answering their prayers in such miraculous ways.  
It would tell them that Gods plans cannot be stopped by Rome.
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It would encourage them to pray, believing that God could and would answer them.  

We also need this type of encouragement.  
It is good for us to look to the past and recognise how God has wonderfully provided.  
It is then good to look at how He is providing now in the present. 
These things should be a great encouragement to us as we look to the future and pray to 
God that He will provide even more.  
It is good to know that we pray to the same God who so miraculously saved Peter and 
astonished the church.  

Let us ask God to astonish us also.
1* Pray with anticipation that God will act now to answer.
2* Look for and accept those answers when given, even if they are not what we 
expected.
3* Tell others what God has done and encourage them to pray also.

So when we are facing difficult times let us remember that God is a God of action and He is 
with us through these hard times.  
And even though things might seem to be beyond our control they are not beyond Gods 
control.  
Let’s be like these Christians and in our fear and weakness and doubts, let’s still come to 
God and see Him work to astound us.  

The real power of prayer is the fact that it can transform the hopeless situation into one of 
joy.  
Prayer does not rely upon logic or anything that we are or have.
It relies upon the grace and power of God.

4* If today you are feeling overwhelmed by anything, come to God.
5* If today you are feeling weak and faithless, come to God.
6* If today you have a problem that you cannot see beyond, come to God.
7* If today you feel like you are losing the battle, come to God and see Him work 
miracles.

As we continue to pray about every aspect of our lives let us remember that we are praying 
to a God who has done, does and will do not only what we ask but far more than we can 
even think or imagine to ask for;

   Ephesians 3v20.  "Now to Him who by the power at work within us, is able to do far 
more abundantly than all we ask or imagine, to Him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever.”
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