With acknowledgement to Rev. Ray Steadman sermon notes
I want this morning to open with Pauls words “And if Jesus did not rise from the
dead, we do not have any hope. Paul says: "We are of all people are most
miserable," (1 Corinthians 15:19). If we don't have any hope beyond the grave;
we are just kidding ourselves if we think there is anything else.
Furthermore, we don't have any release from fear of death. Forgiveness of sin is
a meaningless expression. If Jesus didn't rise from the dead, then we are locked
inescapably into our past, i cannot be a new creation in Jesus and we can't
change anything about it. No power can deliver us from the fatal tendency within
each of us to do what we don't want to do, and to fail to be what God wants us to
be to achieve.
And if Jesus didn't rise from the dead, there is no way we can change it. We are
locked into our fallen humanity, and there is no way out. We are doomed
endlessly to repeat again and again the sad story of history.
And then, of course, you can't believe that God is love. That phrase has no more
meaning than a telling a rose its beautiful. If Jesus did not rise from the dead,
there is no reason to take those words seriously at all.
If the resurrection didn't happen, then this whole business of Christianity is a
joke, a big fraud, and we ought to forget it and get on with trying to get to the top
of the heap in the best way we can.
But, we believe that he did? Jesus rose from the dead, as the Bible says, and he
came back and told us what lies beyond death, Jesus did break the chains of
death walking out of the tomb on that first resurrection morning, and if all the
story which is told in the Scriptures is true, if it really happened, then what does it
mean?
Well, the first and most obvious thing is that it means that Jesus is still alive. He
is still around, still available -- this man who lived in such a way that he
captivated the people of his day, and shook them to the core by the way he lived
and things he said and did. The compassion he showed and the honesty of his
life stripped religious hypocrisy naked right before their eyes, who was always
compassionate toward those bound up with their own guilt and problems, their
own selfishness.
Because Jesus rose from the dead, he is still around, still available. He still can
meet us in the same way. His promises, are still valid promises:
"Come unto me all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you
rest," (Matthew 11:28 KJV).
"He who follows me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of
life," (John 8:12b RSV).

"I am the door; if anyone enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and
out and find pasture," (John 10:9 RSV).
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid,"
(John 14:27 RSV).
"Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world," (John 16:33b).
This means that freedom from guilt, and power to conquer our failures and our
weaknesses are still available to us. And that has been the good news for twenty
One centuries -- that in finding Jesus Christ, men and women find ability to rise
above what it means to be human. Although we don't do it perfectly, and often
take one step forward and two back -- nevertheless, the healing begins to take
place. Changes occur, and life becomes different.
The resurrection of Jesus means that the grave is not the end of the road; death
does not have the last word. As Paul put it, "To depart and to be with Christ is far
better," (Philippians 1:23b). That isn't just a faint and glimmering hope for
Christians. That isn't merely something nice we say when we experience loss
through death, in order to make it seem ok. No, it is a, positive certainty in
thousands and thousands of Christians' hearts
This is because Jesus rose from the dead, and his words have meaning and
power in our lives. And he has promised, "Because I live, you shall live also,"
(John 14:19). And we sing it,
That is why Christians have something to hope for, to hold onto, to be confident
of, as we face life.
In the book of Acts we are told that the Apostle Paul came into the city of Athens,
the city of Pericles, of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle -- the great minds of that
day. And there, in this centre of learning, in the midst of all the monuments to
beauty and art, the apostle stood and said to them that all of this represented
nothing more than the struggling of men to try to find truth, and yet their search
was ineffectual, it hadn't brought them anywhere, it hadn't solved any ultimate
problems.
But if we begin to live in the power of Jesus' resurrection we will learn to live in
the world, not withdrawn, not isolated but drawing upon his power drawing upon
his strength by which we meet the demands which life throws at us, drawing
upon his love and his grace that carries us through.
We don't live perfectly. The church is always a kind of place where people are on
a journey of faith We are in all different stages of Gods healing. So don't look for
perfect people here. Because we are still in the process, a divine work in
progress. It isn't an instantaneous process -- one touch and it's done. It is
something which is happening hour by hour, day after day, week after week.

Jesus says, "Behold, I stand at your door and knock; if anyone hear my voice
and open the door, I will come into him, I will come into him -- and live with him,
and he with me," (Revelation 3:20).
Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in
a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound,
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable
must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When
the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been
swallowed up in victory."[d]
"Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?"[e] The sting of death is sin, and the power of
sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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Therefore, my dear brothers & Sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour
in the Lord is not in vain.
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(1 Corinthians 15:31-58 NIV)

