
18.6.10 The Way John 14

Matthew 7:13-14 NIVUK
Jesus said ‘Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

Life is a hazardous journey. 
Easy to get lost and there is much to learn 
How would we get on if we had to work out the way to eternal life ourselves.

It’s a narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

Attenborough trips with school children — Narrow pathway with dangers – Quick sand
stick “close” / obey the instructions of those who know – Stranger danger

One of the most important lessons is to know you don’t know much. To stay close to the one who knows the way
Who IS the way. T he one in whom our hope is found

Children on You’ve been framed.  Knowing the words but not the meaning. (easy mistake even for people who 
have been in church all their lives.
Knowing the rules but trying to find a way rounds them
Children need someone who loves them to guide them through the hazards, disappointments.
But WE  have the one who not only knows the way but is the way.
The most important learning is, who to trust and then trust. 

A child is with their dad, who asks do you know which way we came? Do you know which way is home? Do you 
know where you are? the child replies, no to all the questions, the father say  “ I think you are lost! The child 
says “no I am not, I a with you”! If you don’t know your way home – you are lost. (Unless your with dad)

How can we know the way home to God ?  trust Jesus 
How can we know what God is like Look at Jesus 
How can we learn to walk in his ways. Listen to Jesus 

What is the way in this context anyway?

Definitions of The Way:  
There are 20+ definitions of Way in my dictionary.
I’ve picked out a few that point us to Jesus, the Way, the truth, the Life.

@1,3 and 6 manner, characteristic, a habit, a way of doing things.
 The way life should be lived. 
 As we watch Jesus living on our planet we see a different way from the rest. (attitude to  people , outcasts,  

religion,  money  (I am the way)

@5 Direction  Jesus knew from the start the way he was travelling and where it would lead.
Nothing that happened took him by surprise or changed his plan. He had to be about his Father’s business.

 @ 9 and 10 –  blazing a trail (follow me, I am the way / path)
  -  clearing a path: removing obstacles - SIN

@3 a course or plan  John 3:16  God so loved the world that he gave his only son. Greatest plan ever.

@8 path or course from one place to another (one state of existence to another)
The Jesus way is, the perfection, the love, the compassion. The humility, the self sacrifice, the cross.
We could never make it alone.
His death on the cross is ultimately ONLY the way.

 Goodness is no good
 Coming from a decent family is not the way

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIVUK&search=Matthew%207:13-14
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/index.php?action=getVersionInfo&vid=64


 Being better than most folk (good but not the way)
 Going to church every week (good but not the way)
 Trying to live by Biblical principles and reading bible to find what they are (good but not the way)
 Working all hours God sends for the church (good but not the way)

Bless Thomas. He never pretended to understand if he didn’t. and that has helped generations. How often are 

we thankful - in a meeting say - for the one who says they don’t understand (what a relief at times) Thomas is 

one who asks or said what was on his mind.

He is the way

Way   To live (a life style)
Way To go (Be where he needs you)

The path through life to follow 

With our Christian heritage the general belief is that if you are good you will go to heaven.
 Being good is not the way - Jesus is the way→

To know Jesus is to know the way. He embodies everything that is the way.
5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’
6 Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have
seen him.’

This familiar conversation simple yet hard to understand, must have been discussed, pondered over, argued 
about, among the disciples. In the days as they waited in Jerusalem in obedience but in fear of their lives. 
Then at Pentecost, the Spirit came and they understood.

Jesus is The direction, the method the behaviour how to do things

People can tell you stuff, explain stuff, you can read about stuff …but a living example is far more 
effective.

If  you have to the desire to get to the right destination Jesus  is the way.
The Bible is the map

Preferences for a chosen way:
Easy,  A known way, Scenic, Stopping places with nice things, Fewest hazards

Actually  the destination is paramount.
Taking the advice of the one who knows is not so easy. 
We have questions on which we hope to  build excuses.

Ex 33: 13  Moses said to the LORD, ‘You have been telling me, “Lead these people,” but you have not 

let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, “I know you by name and you have found 

favour with me.” 13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to

find favour with you. Remember that this nation is your people.’ 14 The LORD replied, ‘My Presence will 

go with you, and I will give you rest.’

And that is enough!  Doesn’t stop things going wrong - especially if you listen to the crowd.

So long as they remembered that God was with them and he would show the way they would be OK
When the way made them wonder where food and drink were coming from they were fine,
But when they doubted and thought they must find their own way, do it the worldly logical  they got mightily 
lost.



Jesus way is a narrow way but once you find it you realise it is the Only way. Jesus says “I am the way and the 
truth and the life

He knew that,  the day after he spoke those words,  he would be showing the way, via a cross, not a rose 
garden. Taking on all the evil in the world and even in the hearts of those who seek to diligently follow.  The way
of the cross. The destruction of the veil that separate people from God opening the way to all who will follow 
him even knowing it may be the way of the cross.

In 10 Commandments God gave instructions, a map for the way home. People proved to be hopeless at map 
reading. Even a small error can lead to being totally lost. God was not taken by surprise.

Ephesians  tells us that he knew what he would do before anything was created. He decided then that he would 
come looking for us and lead us home. We were predestined (it was planned from the start)

There is only one way to heaven – Jesus; He knows the way; He IS the way. 
When he spoke the words John 14  v1-6  he already knew what opening up that way to others was going to cost.
By his death he would open up the way to heaven and so be able to say I AM THE WAY     
There is no other.

Peter (the disciple formerly known as Simon the failure)  offered Jesus’ healing to a lame man
And then told them all the way this was possible…  Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other way 
given to us by which we can be saved.

Only Jesus says “I am the way…. No-one comes to the Father but by me.” No other religious leader could ever 
make that claim. Only Jesus has the power and authority to forgive sins and give eternal life 

In John 14  The Disciples said, “We don’t know where you are going so how can we know the way? Thus beginning
a long Christian tradition of getting hold of the wrong end of the stick

Still had the idea of earthly Kingdom and imagined he was going somewhere to be anointed as king.
We still struggle  with the idea that we get to heaven by being good.

Jesus is the way. The only way; It involves trusting – believing - learning closely whatever the cost following,
It involves a cross. Jesus has made the way; Shown the way; Lead the way; He is the way

Are we truly people of the way?

If you want something badly enough…. Musician, snooker player,   athlete
And you think there is an easy way (heard all these talk of 6 hours a day practice even after they are in world 
rankings

The way is not easy – it needs effort.


